
 

  

 56 hours to walk 1 mile to signify that in California, a sexual assault occurs every 56 

minutes. 

 

 YWCA is on a mission to recruit 1,100 walkers to represent the 1,100 survivors we serve 

each year. 

 

 Like COVID-19, you can’t always see the signs of intimate partner violence – someone 

you know may be impacted. YWCA is here for survivors during this pandemic, and 

always. 

 

 We anticipate an increased demand on our services in light of COVID-19, as intimate 

partner violence will escalate due to increased stress and isolation from shelter-in-place 

orders, ongoing need for social distancing, and economic instability and job loss. 

  

 The needs of survivors seeking YWCA’s services are greater than ever  given the 

profound, long-term impact of the current health crisis.  

 

 Within just the first few weeks of the Bay Area’s shelter-in-place order, YWCA had to 

turn away 49 women and families fleeing domestic violence because YWCA’s 

emergency shelter was at capacity. 

 
  YWCA’s housing staff have identified over 100 domestic violence survivors whose 

ability to stay housed is being significantly impacted by COVID-19. 

 

 Our crisis line remains 100% operational during shelter in place and social distancing 

orders. To ensure that survivors continue their journey from crisis to healing, we’ve been 

able to mobilize and shift to virtual counseling, virtual therapy, virtual case management 

and we’ve been providing an increased amount of emergency funds and emergency 

housing to help alleviate our communities financial stress and improve their well-being. 

 

 YWCA’s homelessness prevention and housing services are available to survivors who 

need to escape an abusive situation. In 2019, YWCA assisted 75 households. Since 

COVID-19 YWCA has assisted 40 households. 

 

 Through our violence prevention education work we are working with hundreds of 

students to promote healthy relationships and encouraging safe bystander  engagement.  

 

 Domestic violence is a leading cause of homelessness for women and children in Santa 

Clara County. Between 22% and 57% of homeless women report that domestic violence 

(DV) is the direct cause of their homelessness. Nationwide, among survivors who do not 

receive adequate services, approximately: 60% return to their abuser; 27% become 

homeless; and 11% end up living in their cars. Because those who identify as women 

are disproportionately impacted by violence, providing a continuum of housing programs 

for survivors of violence (domestic violence, sexual assault, human trafficking) is a key 

means to ending homelessness for survivors.   


